

What Your Teacher Should Know About Animals in the Classroom
 
1. Take the animal away from the student and put it in a secure box with lid, air holes, and newspaper/paper towels and towel on the bottom (if possible) -- this is for traction and to soak up any urine or fecal matter and to help keep the animal clean.
 
2. Put something for the animal to hide under if it is a baby mammal to help cut down on the stress -  towel or sheets of paper towels will do.

3. Make a nest if it is a baby bird - a balled-up towel with a depression in the middle can work, or a bowl with toilet paper/kleenex --- the nest holds the baby bird together, keeping the wings and legs tucked up against the body and under the body to prevent joint damage.

4. Keep it warm!  Baby mammals and birds that are chilled will quickly die.  Injured animals that are in shock will benefit from the extra warmth.

5. Place box in a warm, dark, and quiet area.  The less noise the better, to reduce the stress and allow the animal to rest.  Do not allow the students to handle the box, shake it, or try to peek inside to check on it.

6. Contact a wildlife rehabilitator - Possumwood Acres at 910-326-6432 or Cathy Burns (Possumwood Acres West) at 910-324-9967 for instructions as to whether it is OK to try and offer food or water.  Do not attempt to feed it unless instructed to do so - it may actually be harmful to give it food or water.

7. If there are bleeding injuries, put pressure on the areas to stop the bleeding if the teacher feels able to do this.

8. Get all the information from the student - where it was found, were the parents there, is there any chance of putting the animal/bird back, what were the circumstances (hit by a car, caught by the cat, played with by the dog, etc.) 

9. If it is a Rabies Vector Species (fox, coyote, raccoon, skunk, or bat) then Animal Control and the Onslow County Health Department must be notified.  Verify if anyone else handled these kind of animals and get that information in case shots are required.

10. Instruct the students that wildlife belongs in the wild - and tie it in with a biology lesson for the day about nature, habitat protection, conservation, ecology, etc.  Remind the students that the best caretaker for any wild animal or bird is their parents.  Even wildlife rehabilitators are not as good as the wild parents are in providing the best care possible for the wild animals and birds.

11. [bookmark: _GoBack]Thank the student for trying, and assure him/her that proper care, medication, treatment, and specialized foods will be provided by people trained in caring for wildlife.



